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Abstract

This study examines the concept of symbolic discourse in modern
literary criticism from a linguistic and semiotic perspective, with a
focus on the interactive relationship between linguistics and the
analysis of symbolic discourse in poetry and prose. The study is
based on the assumption that symbolic discourse represents the
essence of profound linguistic expression whose connotations
transcend direct meaning toward multiple interpretive, cultural, and
mystical dimensions, making it an effective instrument in the
production of meaning and the reconstruction of both individual and
collective consciousness.

The study investigates the terminological foundations of symbolic
discourse and its relation to linguistic identity, considering language
as a medium that conveys the self, existence, and human
experience. It also explores the role of the linguistic sign in
generating meaning, drawing upon structuralist and post-
structuralist theories, particularly the contributions of Ferdinand de
Saussure, Roland Barthes, and Michel Foucault in discourse
analysis and in uncovering the deep structures of literary texts.
Furthermore, the study demonstrates that symbolism in literary
discourse is not confined merely to an aesthetic dimension; rather,

it is connected to cognitive, cultural, and social functions, as it
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opens the field to plurality of meaning and broadens the horizon of

interpretation, thereby establishing a communicative relationship
between the text and the reader. The study also highlights the
importance of linguistic analysis in understanding metaphors,
figurative expressions, and symbolic structures that shape the
linguistic and cultural identity of the text.

The study further examines Sufi and mystical discourse as a
concentrated model of symbolic discourse, illustrating that Sufi
language resorts to symbolism due to the inadequacy of direct
language in encompassing spiritual and emotional experiences.
Consequently, the Sufi text becomes an interpretive space open to
multiple levels of meaning and significance.

In addition, the study discusses modern linguistic approaches,
particularly structuralism, transformational-generative grammar, and
functional grammar, and their role in analyzing symbolic discourse,
while emphasizing the importance of temporal, spatial, social, and
psychological contexts in revealing textual meanings. The study
concludes that symbolic discourse constitutes a complex linguistic
and cultural structure in which sign, identity, and interpretation
intersect, and that understanding it requires adopting a critical
linguistic approach capable of deconstructing its semantic systems

and exploring its cognitive and aesthetic dimensions.
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