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Qur’an< where every word and letter holds distinct expressive
value. Thus« each word is employed in its context to perfectly
convey the intended meaning« accounting for all linguistic and
situational variables.

The research concludes that a precise distinction exists:
the term "al-mass" is used with a focus on the object (the one
touched)« expressing the extent of their perception or sensa-
tion of benefit or harm resulting from the contact. Converselys
the term "al-isabah" is used with a focus on the agent (the
striker/afflicter)« expressing the mere occurrence of the act«
regardless of the degree of benefit or harm experienced by the

affected party.

Keywords: Al-Mass¢ Al-Isabah¢ the Glorious Qur’an.
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Abstract :

Linguists and exegetes have long debated the existence of
synonymy in the Arabic language. While some affirm its oc-
currence« others deny it« attempting to exclude supposedly
synonymous words from its scope. This debate intensifies re-
garding the vocabulary of the Glorious Qur’anc« dividing schol-
ars into two camps: the first permits synonymy in the Quranic
tongue« viewing it as a form of stylistic variation; the second
rejects it entirelyc maintaining that every word—and indeed
every letter—possesses a unique meaning that cannot be re-
placed by another. This latter group seeks to uncover the se-
mantic nuances between words alleged to be synonymous by
tracing each term through its various contexts to reveal pre-
cise distinctions.

The researcher aligns with the second camp« examining the
terms "al-mass" (touching/affliction) and "al-isabah" (hitting/
striking/affliction) in the Glorious Qur’an. By tracking their
Qur’anic usage and analyzing the contexts in which they ap-
pear« this study attempts to identify the subtle differences be-
tween them. It rejects the notion of their equivalence based on

the principle of denying synonymyz« particularly in the Glorious
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