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Abstract:

The study titled "Criticism of Literary Criticism: From Philosophy to
Literary Theory" by Dr. Faisal Ghazi Al-Na’imi explores criticism of
criticism as a profound epistemological practice rooted in the history of
human thought. It is based on the central premise that literary criticism is
not an isolated activity, but rather an extension of philosophical inquiry and
its achievements in questioning knowledge and deconstructing discourse.
Just as philosophy reviews itself, literary criticism also enacts this role
through-criticism of criticism.

The researcher argues that this field is not merely a secondary reading of
criticism, but an independent domain of knowledge that investigates the
critical discourse itself—its tools, concepts, and methodologies. This
domain draws on a rich philosophical background, from Plato and Aristotle
to Descartes, Bacon, Kant, and Hegel, and extends into modern critical
thought including the Frankfurt School, Foucault, and Derrida.

The study traces how this practice evolved from informal self-reflection
into a rigorous and systematic scholarly endeavor. It examines the
conceptual shift from philosophy to literary theory and into contemporary
critical practice. The research shows that criticism of criticism is both
subjective and objective—it reviews, evaluates, and interrogates critical
texts without being entirely subordinate to or isolated from literary
criticism.

The study concludes that criticism of literary criticism is a methodological
necessity within the natural evolution of critical theory. It-is not a marginal
or luxury activity but rather a core component of the epistemological
structure of critical thought. It performs essential functions—evaluative,
interpretive, and foundational—aimed at enhancing, refining, and
correcting the course of literary critical practice, in dynamic interaction
with philosophy and the humanities.

Keywords: Literary Criticism, Criticism, Philosophy, Literary Theory
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