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Abstract:

This study examines the role of the Al-Nageeb Al-Rifa‘t family in
administering the Naqabat al-Ashraf (the Syndicate of Ashraf) in Basra during the
Ottoman era. It highlights the family’s religious, social, and political status, as well
as the reasons behind their long-term control of the syndicate. The research
explores the family’s Husayni lineage, their function in protecting the Ashraf and
defending the local population against oppressive Ottoman governors, and their
relationship with the central Ottoman authority in Istanbul. It also discusses the
wide powers of the Naqib al-Ashraf, his role in the Council of Notables of Basra,
and the impact of economic strength and the Rifa‘i Sufi order on consolidating the
family’s influence. The study concludes that the interaction of religious, economic,
social, and political factors enabled the Al-Nageeb Al-Rifa‘i family to maintain
near-exclusive control over the Naqgabat al-Ashraf in Basra throughout the
Ottoman period.

Keywords: Naqabat al-Ashraf, AlI-Nageeb Al-Rifa‘i Family, Basra , Ottoman
Era, Sufi Orders
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