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The Pig in the Hittite Kingdom: Between Religious Prohibition
and Actual Use

Asst. Lect. Marwan Suhail Najm Al-Ramli
College of Arts/ University of Tikrit

Abstract:

Animal wealth is considered a vital source for the peoples of the ancient world,
and the exploitation of these animals had a profound impact on the emergence of
ancient civilizations and their development and advancement. Several changes
occurred in the life of humans in Anatolia, including social, economic, and
religious developments, especially since the seventh millennium BC, where people
relied primarily on the production of food rather than gathering it. Among the most
prominent sources on which they depended on in their daily lives were pigs.

Furthermore, pigs were among the first domesticated animals in the ancient
Near East in general and in Anatolia in particular. In some later civilizations, pigs
were considered 'unclean,' and their consumption was restricted or even completely
prohibited. Although Hittite religious texts in Anatolia clearly indicate that pigs
were considered unclean and should be kept away from temples and sacred places,
there is no conclusive evidence that the consumption and breeding of pigs were
entirely prohibited in daily life. Archaeological evidence shows pig remains in
Hittite settlements in certain proportions, indicating that pig breeding continued.
This phenomenon reveals a contradiction between religious beliefs and daily
practices in Hittite society.

Keywords: Pigs, Hittite Laws, Artistic Scenes, Hittite Society, Hittite Festivals
and Rituals.
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