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Financial Credits in the Old Babylonian Period
A Legal Study in the Light of Cuneiform Sources

Dr. Haneen Abdukghani Jasim

University of Mosul / College of Archaeology
Asst. Lect. Arjwan Luay Ganim

University of Mosul / College of Archacology
Abstract:

Credit constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of the history of Mesopotamian
economic systems. Commercial activity was not limited to the direct exchange of
goods but relied largely on a system of loans and documented contracts that
ensured the continuity and expansion of trade. This research aims to study the role
of credit in the development of trade by analyzing cuneiform texts of an economic
and legal nature, particularly contracts documenting lending operations,
commercial receipts, and agreements related to long-distance transactions.

Keywords: Credit, Ancient Iraqi Laws, Commercial Transactions, Interest
Mesopotamia.
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