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Indonesian Folklore up to 1942: A Socio-Cultural Approach
Asst. Lect. Noor Alhuda Riyadh Ayoub
Al-Mustansiriyah University, College of Nursing

Abstract:

This study examines folklore and popular beliefs in Indonesian society as an
active cultural and social system that played a crucial role in organizing daily life
and shaping collective consciousness before and during Dutch colonial rule up to
1942. The research adopts a theoretical framework that conceptualizes folklore as
a dynamic symbolic system rather than a static oral heritage. It traces the historical
roots of Indonesian popular beliefs, from pre-Islamic local traditions through their
interaction with Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam, to the period preceding direct
colonial domination.

The study further analyzes the Dutch colonial administration’s approach to
folklore, particularly its classification and utilization within mechanisms of social
control and epistemic domination, as well as its portrayal within colonial discourse
as evidence of the “irrationality” of indigenous society. At the same time, the
research highlights folklore as a space of silent symbolic resistance through which
Indonesian communities preserved their collective memory and cultural identity in
the face of colonial intervention.

The study concludes that folklore was not a marginal cultural phenomenon, but
a form of social organization and symbolic capital that contributed to maintaining
social cohesion and preparing the cultural foundations for later national
transformations. Accordingly, the study argues that popular beliefs constitute a key
analytical entry point for understanding power relations, resistance, and the
formation of collective consciousness in colonial Indonesia.

Keywords: Folklore, Popular Beliefs, Indonesia, Dutch Colonialism, Cultural
Identity.
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digns ) hmad) Cilagil) 1 ol By L Alenia) mllad) aads Lo leguas sale] sl LSS,
exdly .(Gouda, 2000, pp. 7-9) caailly ddhall ggase A Al AW juad (e olSTodl)
A8l Gald ddeagy cowsnll] adinall wa (a3 oy Adhdial dejy (Hlenial) il
Glubadl 3 Jhall 13 Gl 8 Aadaies 2Dle lgaas Lug)ys¥) Al Jia Jilke (JlaiYly
"alsiat Qg Gaa Withia Bale] ol Luedll Clojled) Cilada) ) i Al (AL daalanl
(Franklin, lelalss cuamy dpclan) ks (o aleas L ¢ KL Lgde eliadl) (g0 ¢Gjlantiad
2020, p. 577).

il sg) 8oy calins) canagallg avall Sl Yisa dbagy slSToall (5 laniat¥) ypemill 138 souin Ay
BIaYy wSal il Gaca Apedll Claiinall Laall Cdagil) (sgien ) Uil Jial) (s5iee (e

S WiaY) budally dyleain) B B Hslstodl) Ciliss 3.2
Clagizallg ALl by 428 ddjea e (sigdy) Jua ) & daailsgll djleaica) 5)laY) Carae
DoSIaall e Jalaill (g a8 L Gl GIS Blaly o liaY] Javcall Lalul Slaae lgaaasy Lundl)
A Lty aand) @bl Talail agdl o)l (Say hyme JinS Uy olae Gl Baed dbagy
Lo c@lanin¥) aSall L Gaa Alasall ylially Gl gBY) clahyal) 2 lay) 8 45gill 138 agud
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(stoler, 2002, pp. 37— e laa¥) dclish oZailly Jlal) (e acinall 5618 djlasins¥) ddalodl zul
40)

G el claied) e ol eliadl) ) djlenial] colabud) aad ) UaY) 13 g
S sl Qlie e olia¥l B 6 ped A Gkl o ely) e clglinly loatis sl
Agjlasia) HIU LY 138 U 2y . (ghay by 5 aad YYD Jaad B Al Gilejlaal) pinas
Blasual) Cilaal a3 Las lggung dad il con A duladll A8 "ASH0 dlalu Wgheasy Lgasds adls
el sale) 8 B3S5e Dgs (gylaaia] malaill (sol (Ricklefs, 2001, pp. 148-151) x4 alish
Tpaall A g BW HHm e clbd e duedd) Gl zhal a3 ¢ )slSladl)
A5 G 8 gdl) 138 agaaly L adinall o) 3 5,81 038 agdl Dolead) Aalall HISS) (50 AL
(SE Ggyse e Y causiilly dhall leginge HolIgdll (o Cilan ¢ olan¥) ool Jals didyae

.(Foucault, 1980, pp. 131-133) d)lexicl) L peall diagll 33e 2 Y

ainall Jahy oo Laa) adilhsy hading )slSlodll Jh ¢ ymalls ()l2Y) Calagill 18 (e a2l e
iy nasall G ailatig aBloll paads 8 Lyen ehal duedll cilafiaal) Cilialy 3 ¢ panigniY)
s gt ADe Lghagy cdojlexia¥) ddalidly HolKToall oy Adaal) ARl dapda e Jalail) 12a
(Reid, 2011, AT dgs e ol dilailly S Cladilindy cdga e Janall C¥slae oo
pp. 41-43)

Silggl Jlariud) dgalsa b Auja) Aaglia 1) dbags gistodll 3.3

Jscall als Ylse 435S e (sailogl) Hlaaial] (i 3 Gl cilainally HolSTodl) )50yl ol
oo Aadad) Cladiaal aDA (e Gjie cdialiall dagliall 530y slimd ) J3a3 s e 5)laY) gl
LAy duedll bl bl 28 L5ydle dgalse 8 LAY (50 Ljleninl) diagll lguni)
Alania) du0puall 5plee dalae il s gras i cdazandl 3SIA 2 L) Bale] daeLead) (uslally 433l
(Scott, 1990, pp. 183~ sall (hue Jlual Jh & L& disgll clula e bils Lo o)l
189)

) Gagaillyy Cipd Lo e Jany Aaglaall ce JSEN 138 o Hlexiad] e e ciljlia gl
b9 - oanil) pudlly aalally Gl A (e dsagall slall ) Ol 1) diledd) e juaanl) Jalal g
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Gl DY) e adinall x5 ) cdillaall Babud) lgnia ¥ (€ alai Cpana lgaydi
(Scott, 1990, pp. 187-189) J.Kl

e L) 8 due Laa) Y WaY g duatiall SV g bl gV Aadijall dundl] il jlaall Cragads
e ¢ Saylly BSIA pualga ¥ ol 030 s Sy L sl (g)lexial) sliadll e Al 40d L8
Juin sale) () G AN L8EN dalanl) Slabuall JB & s cdalaall juleally sl hail (1
DsSIsdl) (631 ¢ Al yelata ey (Reid, 2011, Pp. 29-32) dug )l pud Slo elaia¥) el
Jaally bl aiad dujshacdy L300 Jgay slesiv) ye Gualally paldl by b lga
Fsl) 2l 138 aguds L Aaall adinall Jals dud il dhain) el o Lila Lo g (DYl
dgal) dulgs Ja Deals Ol cilige o Bdlie e Bipean ol ¢ Jlaxiadll (malie gres o5 B335
(Vickers, 2013, pp. 74=77) 1942 .le 4leais)

LN sl Jy Sl Gl Bl oS o) il Hleaia) Qa8 slSTaall (o) Jaall (Say canle
e Lijay daglie JIET 8yskig cdulaall Liggll 7l salefy cApeandl 5SIA dlen & Cragad dlads
Alexin) Liangl) dgalse 3 AR a3)g o Bliad) (o il adin)

1942 sle Jud Laiksll clSally ¢l aa L slSledl) Jolis 3.4

Alaje b el Claiaally sl i cgailsell (glania) oSall (ha 5aYl 3siall iyl aa
Bygea Jelin s (bl e ol w5l duagal) L) palats o Paaie das o 3 ¢ Chidagi Bale)
Gl 8 el by Gae)ll Crandind 38 L35G Ludagl) STy cuall QUadl) aa sulie
A Cp W Doy s2i o slSIodll ~ 6 L ¢ gl clgelly cdllaadl o Jany o IS (gguas
(Anderson, 1991, pp. 12-16) J<aall cubull e glly dunil

— AT Gl an HslClal bl sale] 8 ¢ oandl) DY) Loy ¢cal) pgasd ¢ YD 120 i

S5ig @lasial] allal) b Sl 8 dundl) Gligyally Gugilal) Gans Ciaetil 3 sl o Laial
Lagliad) (sgicaa (o JENY) (e olKIgall Jaluil) 13a (Ka 28y . Dl s daSlly L leal) 2l e
G Linsloandl ) Joas o (199 (e ¢ iagll ool gaal) HEN yuatl) (ggina () Analiall diya )l
¢ palally bl Loy 8 Laga [0 Lanedll 3,503 iy (Ricklefs, 2001, pp. 201-204) 5,4l
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pedly Aaglially Jaall #3las aghimss pgadi (5n Gulaa JUady Ljshul Ciliads jlasiul e
Adaall A8EY ) aies Al Ak Aoy olis (g Ayl Aphaal pelaa) 5ua5 G dasl) 13
& Lonsigaly) Aibagl) Liggl) JKal Laehs fumic (slSIodll Jan Lan ¢52ysinsall dgyo¥1 3kl oy

(Vickers, 2013, pp. 112-115) dull duallall ijal) U8 Lo g

al Gl jlaal) 30 of Eaailsgl) ojlexiaa) Aaliadly duedl) cilaiinally Holloal) Ale alaty g

@) Jasall (g e mbylly diangl) o Jelill Ugaa Vs il Jy cdadials LlE La Sae 0S5
Blased) LT e ddida g Balely Hollsall elgial ) Ajlasin¥) Aabud) Canes 8 A 3e5)) daglially
Bl aalaiil gl Lgdeass dijapl) Al o ouwigaiy) acinall Lafla s (B cdbpaally ducLaaY)

A Gasgll (ommy Arasd

Byl ddhally Chiaill Bgiage OIS ciga b tlasare Dsd slSlsdll (3 (Ll 128 Ay
BSIN ) dalely (ol o bl e uatll dlg ) J5a3 c9A) dga g cdnleniaY)
O DsSIgall Hoall 138 1l a8 . SR LSl CNglaa dgalse (B alalls palall dasyg caanl
G ) Aiaghg ¢ o laa ¥ clulall e Baleal) b agul Gioy Yianl) sard ¢ g2l Gl ag0n slaty
D) Lk gl gl 4 Sallg A8

Gl o Al gy ASaalinall diads (e CadSH (sailegll Hlaxin) Jla 8 olSTaall Ay b cale g
eraall ool K il Ll Uayd dagd Jaan Lae canly o 6 dglialy ciSall e 1o
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o @l JY) i By Adlaie La)b Jale e Dladl dugell 2l Balely (real) el
o S e 508 ¢ oldia) alaiiy a8 s (el sl ol Caillay (5350 Lsilsdl
CSED lpga (1238 (593 dauluaadly dyiall Ci¥ganl)

i HEY 3l 138 o Leaigns) (3 Aandl) Clafiaall ddiaall jsdall A0l sl el
il lise B ALYl B Adsal-dasnig il dddaall g sl on K Jelis ara
dae Wiy diad Ay o 8 Al &SIl 138 agud a8y Akl e ST aglill sale)y e
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NESES EEE

Ciews dga (gad tdanialy daalsnl Crand) Baaa dlaje Helladll Jan cgailgel) Hleana) Jb g
Gag cdadyad) Laglly elia¥) lavall QLT (e adagiy adiaaty allgial ) doleain) Al
el 458500 ) adiaall ADA (e olef cdialiall Ljayl) Loglaall clad ) J3a3 gl dea
Jelial) 138 (o€ g A lexia] A Luall Balels GLSEl) C¥glaa dgalse b AEN alul e dails
Al ga ey gl Ay ) My plasi 8 (g Jgaill e 5lClgil) 5,38 e

duidagl) ¥satll 2 Sally LA dnca)¥) Augh (b Lega Dgd 63 Lslladl) of I candll aling
syl 533y ualally paldl Ly (1942 e Lalsgll Sladl &g ae sk
by QB cades cophaias ubig oelan) Gl (B diggll chuyad Balefy Aol 4yl
bl ilialiny agdl Aol Zabdas 8ol aa5 Uy oot B8ED agil Yane i Y Lupndll latied)
Bpaniand) Cladinall b raald) ol (King daslially

DSl e eyl e¥aaill ol of oS AaaY Glabal G Cadl 1 mad by

b AT Clading Cojlaty iyl ol bl Algall eliy (3l o Lescls (1942 ple aay jassisniy)

Lo Ciladinall (g3 oasbondd) o lally G sl ZBED (py AR pgd Brand (b ager Loy claal (338 gin
laziwy) 2z
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