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The Development of Orientalists’ readings of the Holy Qur’an

from Historical Criticism to Philosophical Interpretation
Dr. Muntaha Abd Birah Saleh
Baghdad/ Ministry of Education/
College of Open Education/ Al-Karkh Study Center

Abstract

This study examines the development of Orientalist readings of the Qur’an,
tracing their shift from historical criticism and linguistic analysis to textual
approaches and philosophical hermeneutics. It highlights the intellectual
foundations and objectives of these methodologies, showing the diversity of
Orientalist perspectives between skepticism toward the Qur’anic source and
recognition of its linguistic uniqueness. The research also addresses the issue of
contextualizing the Qur’an historically and socially, as well as attempts to
deconstruct its textual authority and redefine meaning through the reader. The study
concludes that these approaches reflect an epistemological tension between modern
Orientalist thought and the Islamic view grounded in the sanctity and originality of
divine revelation.
Keywords: Orientalists, philosophical, criticism, historical, readings.
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