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The Libyan—Chadian Conflict: From Military Confrontation to
International Arbitration and Its Implications for Libyan—French
Relations

Safa Hazem Majeed
Prof. Dr. Tawfiq Khalaf Yassin
University of Samarra /College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

The 1970s witnessed a border dispute between Libya and Chad over the
Aouzou Strip, located in southern Libya and northern Chad. The conflict extended
until the 1990s, culminating in an international arbitration ruling issued by the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), a principal organ of the United Nations. This
Libyan-Chadian border dispute influenced the policies of regional and
international actors in accordance with their respective interests. The primary cause
of the conflict was the demarcation of borders by colonial powers during the
colonial era, drawn in a manner that served their own interests, irrespective of the
rights and claims of the colonized states. The dispute over the Aouzou Strip thus
traces its origins back to the era of Italian and French colonialism in Africa. France
intervened on the side of Chad, providing logistical and military support that
extended to launching aerial military attacks on Libyan forces. This intervention
was partly due to Chad being a former French colony, a relationship that allowed
France to continue exerting influence over Chadian politics even after its
independence. Compounding this, Libya's support for certain factions opposed to
the Chadian government negatively impacted Libyan-French political relations and
heightened tensions between the governing regimes and their diplomatic
institutions.

Keywords: Libya, France, Chad, Aouzou, Dispute.
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