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Christian schools and their famous attractions in the Golden Age
(400-600 AD)

Dr. Shaima Abdel Baqi Mahmoud
Tikrit University / College of Arts
Abstract:

Christian—Syriac schools constituted a significant phenomenon in the history of
the Near East from the third to the thirteenth century CE. These schools combined,
in their scholarly and intellectual activities, both religious and secular dimensions,
functioning as centers of intellectual, cultural, and religious enlightenment. From
a religious perspective, they worked to spread Christianity, which at that time was
still a relatively new faith in need of consolidation and the attraction of followers.
These schools also played an important role in enriching religious thought through
intellectual debates with opponents of the new faith, as well as through
controversies among Christian sects and currents themselves.

On the other hand, the activities of these schools were not confined to religious
matters alone but extended to include literature, the natural sciences, and
philosophy. They produced a distinctive form of literature, advanced philosophy
along new lines, and contributed valuable studies in medicine, astronomy,
mathematics, and other branches of knowledge.

However, the most distinctive feature that granted these schools their prominent
intellectual status was the role they played in transmitting Greek culture to the Near
East. They showed great interest in absorbing Greek thought and studying the
Greek language, and Christians emerged as translators and transmitters of Greek
intellectual heritage. They translated many Greek sciences and literary works into
Syriac and found in Greek philosophy an inexhaustible source for understanding
religious issues and confronting the opponents of the new faith. Consequently, they
studied philosophy extensively and translated a number of works by Greek
philosophers into Syriac, which helped introduce the peoples of the East to Greek
philosophical thought and enriched theological and religious debates.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the Christians of Iraq were pioneers
in spreading education and establishing educational institutions, whether attached
to monasteries and churches or operating independently. They also laid down
administrative regulations to organize the educational process and subsequently
developed these schools until they became advanced scientific academies teaching
various disciplines, particularly philosophy, theology, and the exact sciences. They
played a major role in laying the foundations for the transmission of Greek heritage
and sciences to the Arabs.

Keywords: schools, Christians, golden age, Syriac, Persia.
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