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The Komsomol and its Political and Social Role
in the Soviet Union (1918-1941)
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Abstract:

The history of the youth movement in Soviet Russia was intertwined with the
course of major political and social transformations from the late nineteenth
century until the aftermath of the October Revolution of 1917. Young people,
particularly workers and students, constituted an active social force in the fields of
work, culture, and politics, and made a significant contribution to the revolutions
and social unrest that swept the Russian Empire. This growing participation led to
the crystallization of a distinctive communist youth organization, the Komsomol
(Union of Communist Youth), which, since its founding, has become a central tool
in the process of political and social formation under the supervision of the Soviet
Communist Party.

The historical path of the research covers three axes covering the period
extending from the intellectual and organizational beginnings of the emergence
and establishment of the Komsomol in 1918, its emergence as an active political
and social force in 1925 after expansion and association with the policies of the
Communist Party, then the stage of political mobilization and preparation for the

Soviet Union’s entry into World War Il in 1941.

Keywords: Komsomol organization, Communist Party, Soviet Union,
Communist Youth Union, youth movement, youth organizations.
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