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Abstract:

During the Umayyad era markets served as vital hubs where commercial
activities intertwined with cultural movements transcending their traditional role
as places of buying and selling to become intellectual and social gathering points.
These markets hosted literary assemblies where poets orators and storytellers
convened to recite poetry and engage in contests of eloquence and improvisation
imparting a distinctive cultural character to these spaces. Caliphs and governors
encouraged this phenomenon for its role in promoting Arab values and reinforcing
Umayyad cultural influence. The poetic competitions that unfolded within these
gatherings revived genres such as praise satire and boast poetry while also
contributing to the preservation of linguistic heritage through narrators who
transmitted the stories and poetry of the Arabs to subsequent generations.
Prominent markets including al Mirbad in Basra al Kunasah in Kufa Kazimah in
the Arabian Peninsula and Hijr al Yamamah were closely tied to the literary
renaissance of the Umayyad period. Consequently these markets evolved into dual
purpose spaces economic on the surface yet profoundly literary and cultural at their
core securing their enduring place in the civilisational memory of the Arab nation.

Keywords: market, stone, Al-Yamamah, Umayyad era, heritage.
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