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From Charter to Projects: An Analytical Reading of the
Educational and Cultural Journey of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (1981-2011)

Prof. Dr. Nayef Dhiab Hamid
University of Samarra /College of Education

Abstract:

This study examines the educational and cultural trajectory of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) during the period 1981-2011¢ as a key component of
the Gulf integration project. It demonstrates that the Council's establishment was a
response to regional and international transformations that compelled the Gulf
states to seek an institutional framework to enhance political and economic
cooperation« while simultaneously prioritizing education and culture as
cornerstones for building a shared identity. The founding charter explicitly
stipulated educational and cultural coordination¢ thus imbuing this field with a
strategic dimension no less important than other areas of joint action.

The study clarifies that the Council established an institutional and procedural
structure to support educational and cultural integration¢ comprised of the General
Secretariat¢ the Arab Bureau of Education¢ specialized ministerial committees¢< and
joint funding and management mechanisms. This structure contributed to
launching practical programs¢ such as unifying certain curriculac mutual
recognition of certificates¢ and establishing joint educational and academic
institutions¢< most notably the Arabian Gulf University. Furthermore« educational
cooperation yielded tangible results¢ including converging educational objectives¢
improved performance indicators¢ and increased academic exchange.

On the cultural front¢ the Council has achieved remarkable accomplishments
through media cooperation« the establishment of joint cultural institutions« and the
organization of festivals¢ exhibitions¢ and cultural events that have strengthened
Gulf identity. It has also placed increasing emphasis on the role of youth in cultural
production and supported contemporary creative initiatives. The study concludes
that the GCC's experience in the educational and cultural fields represents a
successful institutional model for regional integration¢ while stressing the need to
further develop and sustain this experience to meet future challenges.

Keywords: Gulf Cooperation Council< educational integration< cultural
integration« Gulf identity« joint education¢« cultural cooperation.
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