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The Historical Method of Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi through His
Book Al-I'lan bi al-Tawbikh liman Dhamma al-Tarikh: An

Analytical Study in the Critical Foundation of Islamic
Historiography

Abdel Wahab Sabah Khaleel
Prof. Dr. Sami Ahmed Zaho
Tikrit University / College of Arts
Abstract:

The Egyptian historian Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi (d. 902 AH) was among the
foremost scholars who transformed Islamic historiography from mere narration
into a scientific discipline grounded in critical methodology. This study explores
al-Sakhawi’s historical thought through his seminal work Al-I'1am bi-1-Tawbikh li-
man Dhamm al-Tarikh (“The Notification of Rebuke for Those Who Criticize
History™), highlighting his defense of history as a legitimate and noble science.
The paper examines the intellectual milieu of Mamluk Egypt and the influence of
Hadith methodology on al-Sakhawi’s historical approach—emphasizing accuracy,
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justice, and scholarly integrity. The study concludes that al-Sakhawi laid the
foundation for a coherent philosophy of Islamic historiography, merging moral
responsibility with scientific rigor, thereby elevating history to a discipline of
intellectual and ethical significance.

Keywords: Al-Sakhawi, Islamic Historiography, Al-I'lam bi-lI-Tawbikh,
Historical Methodology.
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