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Britain and the rise of the European Union: From isolation to Brexit (1957-2020)

Lect. Ahmed Hassan Abdullah (Ph.D.) - Ministry of Education — Kirkuk
Directorate General of Education
E-mail : ahmed86az@gmail.com
Abstract:This research examines the trajectory of Britain’s relationship with the

European project from the founding of the European Economic Community in 1957 to
the United Kingdom’s formal withdrawal from the European Union in 2020, The study
highlights Britain’s shift from a position of voluntary isolation, relying on its ties with
the Commonwealth and the United States, to its late accession in 1973 after repeated
attempts blocked by France, It explores the nature of Britain’s membership, which was
characterized by hesitation and demands for special opt-outs, whether in relation to the
EU budget, the rejection of the single currency, or the Schengen Agreement, The
research emphasizes the significance of the Maastricht Treaty as a turning point that

deepened internal political divisions over sovereignty and national identity, It also
traces the rise of populism in the last two decades, fueled by migration flows and
financial crises, culminating in the 2016 referendum that resulted in the decision to
leave, Furthermore, the study addresses the arduous withdrawal negotiations under
Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty and their economic and political consequences for both
Britain and the EU, The research concludes that Brexit was not merely a domestic
British event, but rather a phenomenon that reveals the limits of European integration
and the fragility of the balance between economic interests and national sovereignty in
the age of globalization.

Keywords: Britain, European Union, European Economic Community, Brexit, National
Sovereignty.
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