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Abstract: This study is looking at the historical roots and complex strategic changes
that led to the rise of British colonial control in Oman and the wider Arabian Gulf region
in the 1800s. It explains how Britain's involvement shifted from the commercial
activities led by the East India Company to a much broader role in politics, the military,
and security, because it had to protect important imperial communication routes
between Britain and India.

Through a method named historical analysis, it looks at the processes that
Britain used to defend marine navigation, stop the piracy, and fighting the trade of
slaves as reasons to intervene in the Gulf states' internal politics. Based on the General
Maritime Treaty of 1820, the outputs show how Britain kept up the "Trucial States"
system, that made it the only security guarantee and the judgment in and out of the area.
It also clarifies how the ambitions of regional hegemons like the Saudi, Ottoman, and
Qajar states were reduced by British naval power. In the late 1800s, colonial disputes
reached the highest level. To calm things down, Britain made a string of tough
"exclusive agreements" between 1880 and 1899.

One of the important points in this study that this planned imperial strategy got
rid of local sovereigns and sovereignty, changing Oman and the Gulf into British
reserves with modern political entities and borders.

Keywords: Britain, Oman, Military Influence, Protection of Economic Interests.
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