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The Japanese Occupation of Vietnam and the Vichy French
Colonial Administration (1940-1945)

Dr. Bakr Abdul Majeed Mohammed
University of Samarra / College of Arts

Abstract:

Vietnam was one of the most prominent Southeast Asian countries that became an
arena for Western competition among colonial powers¢ including France« which
hastened to consolidate its control over the country since 1858. France used
missionary missions as a prelude to implement its colonial plans to control the region.

The period from the mid-19th to the beginning of the 20th century constituted a
decisive phase in the history of Vietnam. It transformed from an independent state
under the rule of the Nguyen dynasty into a part of the French Empire« largely subject
to its influence. This was reflected in the political« economic¢ and social conditions.
France's oppressive policies in Vietnam led to the emergence of movements opposing
the French presence on Vietnamese soil. The Vichy government was formed in France
after the German occupation of France in 1940. Meanwhile« Japan's dominance in
Southeast Asia forced the French to accept Japanese administration in Vietnam and
parts of Indochina (Laos and Cambodia). Vietnam thus suffered under two occupying
powers¢ both exploiting the country's resources and economic potential¢ leaving its
population in dire straits as a result of this policy.

Keywords: Vichy, Indochina, Ho Chi Minh City, Tokyo, Hanoi.
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