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Abstract

This study examines cyber deterrence strategies in the Middle East,
focusing on Iran and Israel as a model of regional cyber rivalry. It argues
that cyber deterrence is not limited to offensive capabilities, but also
depends on protecting critical infrastructure, identifying threats, ensuring
rapid response, and controlling escalation. Iran uses cyberspace as an
asymmetric tool to compensate for military and technological gaps
through espionage, influence operations, and political pressure. In
contrast, Israel relies on technological superiority, intelligence
capabilities, and advanced institutional structures in cybersecurity. The
study shows that cyber deterrence in the region remains relatively limited
because of attribution difficulties, proxy actors, legal ambiguity, and the
overlap between civilian and military targets. It concludes that effective
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cyber deterrence requires the integration of technical defense,
institutional readiness, political signaling, and rapid recovery capacity.
The study was divided into three main sections, in addition to an
introduction, conclusion, and findings. The first section addressed the
conceptual and theoretical framework of cyber deterrence, and was
divided into three key points: first, the concept of cyber deterrence and its
development in contemporary strategic thought; second, patterns of cyber
deterrence strategies; and third, the characteristics of the cyber
environment and their impact on the effectiveness of deterrence. The
second section, titled "Cyber Deterrence Strategies of Regional Actors,"”
was divided into three parts: first, the Iranian cyber strategy; second, the
Israeli cyber strategy; and third, a comparison of the capabilities of these
actors. The third section, titled "Challenges and Effectiveness of Cyber
Deterrence in the Middle East,” addressed the following: first, the
challenges of cyber deterrence; second, an evaluation of the effectiveness
of cyber deterrence; and third, the prospects for cyber deterrence in the
Middle East.
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