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Animal Husbandry in the Palaces of the Abbasid Caliphs during

the First Abbasid Period (132-247 AH / 740-861 AD)
Asst. Lect. Jehan Abdul-Razzaq Ahmed
University of Samarra / College of Arts

Abstract:

The study of animal husbandry within the vision of the Abbasid caliphs during
the first era (132-247 AH / 750-861 AD) is a subject of significant scientific and
civilizational importance. It reveals a vital aspect of life in the Abbasid State that
extends beyond mere luxury and ornamentation to encompass economic, military,
scientific, and medical dimensions. The interest in establishing "Al-Hayr" (game
enclosures) and creating zoos and linking these activities to state policy and the
prestige of the Caliphate, highlights a comprehensive image of the caliphs' view of
animals as active elements in Islamic civilization, rather than merely subordinate
creatures. This research serves as a modest academic attempt to re-examine animal
husbandry through a comprehensive historical and civilizational lens. It relies on
primary sources and builds upon the efforts of previous scholars, while striving to
provide a scholarly contribution to this field.
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