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The Impact of the Military and Security Factor on Russian Policy
in the Caspian Sea 2000-2018
Maher Adnan Mahmoud
Prof. Dr. Lubna Riyad Abdul Majeed
Al-Hamdaniya University/College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

This study analyzes the role of military and security factors in shaping Russian
policy in the Caspian Sea between 2000 and 2018. It argues that Russia perceived
the Caspian region as a vital component of its national security and a traditional
sphere of strategic influence. Accordingly, Moscow prioritized strengthening its
naval capabilities through the modernization of the Caspian Flotilla and the
expansion of military exercises. The study also highlights Russia’s efforts to
prevent foreign military presence, particularly that of the United States, by
promoting regional security arrangements among Caspian littoral states. Security
challenges such as terrorism, organized crime, and the protection of energy
infrastructure further reinforced this approach. The military dimension functioned
as both a deterrent mechanism and a political instrument. Ultimately, the study
concludes that military and security factors played a central role in consolidating
Russian dominance in the Caspian Sea.

Keywords: Foreign policy, Russian Federation, Caspian Sea.
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