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The Political Role of Women in the Royal Courts in Sub-Saharan
Africa (The century 3-8 AH/9-14 AD)

Lect. Thaer Salman Faisal
University of Tikrit/ College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

This research examines the political role of women in royal courts in Sub-
Saharan Africa as one of the most prominent aspects of traditional and political
systems in that region. Women played vital roles in decision-making and in
managing internal and external affairs, whether as queens, advisors, or tribal
leaders. Some African kingdoms, such as Dahomey, Ashanti, and Benin, were
distinguished by women who held great influence within the royal court, exercising
political, economic, and sometimes even military authority. They contributed to
maintaining social stability and balancing traditional and modern powers. Women
also served as mediators between rulers and the people, managed resources, and
guided public policies. The study affirms that the African woman was not merely
a subordinate figure but an active participant in governance and political decision-
making, reflecting the unique African experience of integrating women into
systems of power throughout history.

Key words: Women, Royal court, Africa, Sub_ Saharan, Judgement.
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