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The Political and Linguistic Rights of the Amazigh during the

Reign of King Hassan II (1961 _ 1999)
Dr. Dalal Abdul Hassan Jolan
Kirkuk University/College of Arts

Abstract:

Since the issuance of the Moroccan Constitution in 1962 the country has
strengthened the rule of law, democracy, and political pluralism, with Morocco's
integration into the human rights system in 1948, under the policy of King Hassan
II. It is no secret that most pillars of the Moroccan state - security and military -
after independence in 1956were based on Amazigh, as they are the indigenous
people of Morocco on one hand, and their regions were subjected to foreign
occupation on the other. The move towards constitutional recognition of Amazigh
and then towards the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and its
inclusion in laws, served the Amazigh cause. Political parties in Morocco did not
address the Amazigh issue, as it threatened, from their pan-Arab ideological
perspective, to undermine national unity. They used the Amazigh issue as a means
to gain Amazigh votes during parliamentary elections, aiming to secure more seats.
The Amazigh had no desire to secede from Morocco, defending its unity, but their
exclusion from exercising their political rights pushed them towards factionalism
and clashing with the Moroccan government, demanding autonomy. However,
King Hassan II only responded to Amazigh demands by granting recognition of
the Amazigh language. The exclusionary approach towards the Amazigh
continued, leading to the emergence of the Amazigh movement in 1991, calling
for respect for Amazigh linguistic rights, after King Hassan II made Arabic the
official language of Morocco. The Amazigh demanded constitutional recognition
of their linguistic rights, leading to the formation of Amazigh organizations and
associations to coordinate efforts to teach the Amazigh language.

Keywords: Amazigh, Political Rights, Linguistic Rights, Hassan II.
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