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Women and the Pursuit of Knowledge from the Time of the
Prophet until the End of the Umayyad Caliphate

A Descriptive Historical Study) Selected Examples
Dr. Salim Ahmed Saeed
Anbar Education Directorate

Abstract:

The pursuit of knowledge has been a fundamental element in shaping the
character of Muslim women since the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him). This role continued clearly until the end of the Umayyad Caliphate,
within a comprehensive Islamic vision that made knowledge the foundation for the
advancement of society. Throughout this historical period, women contributed to
learning, transmitting knowledge, and teaching Islamic jurisprudence, without
their scholarly participation being viewed as an anomaly or an exception.

This study demonstrates that the era of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) laid the foundation for this scholarly presence among women. He provided
women with opportunities to learn, ask questions, and participate in scholarly
gatherings. This led to the emergence of the Mothers of the Believers, foremost
among them Aisha (may God be pleased with her), as trusted authorities in Hadith
and jurisprudence. The women of the Prophet's companions continued this role,
serving as transmitters of knowledge and contributors to the consolidation of
religious understanding within the Muslim community. With the expansion of the
Islamic state during the era of the Companions and their Successors, and later
during the Umayyad period, the scholarly role of women evolved and became more
organized and defined. Female scholars emerged, renowned for their knowledge
and precision, and prominent scholars learned from them, such as Amrah bint Abd
al-Rahman and Hafsa bint Sirin, among others. This demonstrates the acceptance
by the scholarly community of that time of women's education and the acquisition
of knowledge from them, within a framework of respect and appreciation for their

scholarly standing.

Keywords: women, science, caliphate, female scholars, Muslim women.
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