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The development of the paper industry and its impact on the
establishment of libraries in Andalusia

Dr. Bishair Hadi Hassan Razj
Diyala University / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

Papermaking is one of the most important civilizational achievements that
contributed to the prosperity of the scientific and cultural movement in the Islamic
world, especially in Andalusia. The transition of papermaking from the Islamic
Levant to Andalusia marked a prominent turning point in the path of knowledge,
as this development allowed a more abundant and less expensive material than
slavery and papyry, which helped in the spread of writing, authoring and copying.
With the development of the paper industry and the improvement of its quality,
Andalusia witnessed a wide scientific renaissance reflected in the abundance and
diversity of works and in the establishment of public and private libraries that
became centers of science and knowledge. These libraries contributed to the
preservation of scientific and literary heritage, encouraging research and study
and promoting Andalusia's position as one of the most prominent centers of
Islamic civilization in the Middle Ages, and thus Andalusia and its capital
Cordoba became comparable to Baghdad and Cairo because of the original works
in its libraries, which contributed to achieving a scientific and cultural renaissance.
As aresult, this country became a destination for students of science from all over
the world, and Andalusia turned into a beacon of civilization that illuminated the
world during the Middle Ages, because the acquisition of books and the
establishment of libraries of all kinds is one of the most prominent elements of
civilizational progress and a clear evidence of the scientific advancement that
characterized Islamic civilization. Hence, we deal with this study with the
development of papermaking in Andalusia and its direct impact on the emergence,
spread and role of libraries. Cultural and scientific.

Keyword: Papermaking, Establishment of libraries, Andalusia.
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