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The Rise of Fascism in Britain 1914-1940

Asst. Lect. Sahar Jameel Lamam
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts

Abstract:

Fascism emerged in Britain during the interwar period, influenced by the rise of
fascist regimes in Europe, particularly in Italy and Germany. In Britain, this
movement was primarily associated with Oswald Mossley, who founded the
British Union of Fascists in 1932, drawing inspiration from European fascist
models. This organization sought to establish a strong, authoritarian political
system, criticizing the British parliamentary system and traditional capitalism. It
also adopted hardline nationalist and anti-minority rhetoric.

The fascist movement in Britain was particularly active in the 1930s, with its
sup.orters’ organizing marches and political rallies. One of the most significant
events associated with this movement was the Battle of Cable Street in 1936, when
a fascist march faced widespread op.osition from residents of East London,
especially Jews, Irish workers, and anti-fascist groups. This led to clashes that
prevented the march from proceeding.

Despite some propaganda successes, the Fascist Union failed to achieve tangible
results in British elections and faced strong op.osition from political parties and
broad sectors of society. With the outbreak of World War II, op.osition to fascism
intensified within Britain, as the British public viewed the war as a struggle against
fascist regimes in Europe

In 1940, the British government dissolved the Fascist organization and arrested
its leaders, effectively ending the movement's influence in the country. Thus,
fascism in Britain remained a relatively minor political experiment compared to its
impact in some other European countries
Keywords: Fascism-in Britain-Kabul- Movement.
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