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Siva Saddam Karim Ghaidan Kaki ! Asst. Prof. Dr. Azad Amin Faraj 2

University of Kirkuk College of Education for Human Sciences Department of Kurdish Language

AbstractThis research, titled The Role of Conceptual Metaphor in Kurdish Verbs «aims to analyze
the cognitive mechanisms underlying the use of verbs in the Kurdish language. In the first section,
the study provides a detailed discussion of the theoretical framework of Conceptual Metaphor
Theory (CMT) as a foundational theory in which metaphor shifts from being a mere linguistic
device to a structured cognitive system. The study highlights the relationship between the source
domain and the target domain, as well as the process of conceptual mapping as a tool for
transferring meaning from bodily experiences to abstract concepts. A central theme of this
investigation is the concept of embodied cognition, which explains how the human mind and its
understanding of the world originate from physical and sensorimotor experiences. In this context,
the research focuses on two primary categories of verbs: motion verbs and mental verbs. The study
seeks to reveal the connection between the physical and the psychological by identifying motion
verbs and their metaphorical expressions; specifically, exploring how humans utilize physical
movement as a basis for conceptualizing complex mental and intellectual activities. Finally, the
research emphasizes the process of embodiment and identifies how these types of verbs relate to
physical embodied concepts. The findings demonstrate that motion verbs in the Kurdish language
possess a profound metaphorical dimension that, through systematic mapping, assigns meaning to
the human inner world and mental processes. This confirms that human language and the human
perceptual system are inextricably linked to physical and bodily experience.

Keywords. Conceptual Metaphor . Conceptual Mapping . Embodied Cognition . Action Verbs .
Mental Verbs . Embodiment .
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