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Economic Relations between Egypt and Mesopotamia in the Light
of the Amarna Letters

Asst. Lect. Fatin Masha’ Allah Hamed Al-Ajeeli
University of Mosul / College of Arts

Abstract:

The economic aspect flourished between Egypt and Mesopotamia, as
indications indicate that the roots of the relationship between the two countries
developed gradually since ancient times, with the beginning of the system of
human gatherings in the form of states to include that relationship studying aspects
that transcend international borders, and the matter is not limited to strengthening
the economic aspect, but also includes political, ideological, cultural and social
aspects... etc., and through it we can draw the development of those aspects in order
to know their historical stages from ancient times until the present time, and they
are nothing but two-faced interactions, and perhaps a pattern that carries two
dimensions and we can even say that it is a cooperative pattern directed to serve a
conflict managed by one state with another or a group of states with each other.

The best evidence of the existence of these economic relations is the
discovery of clay tablets written in cuneiform and Akkadian between Egypt and
the ancient Near East, known as the "Amarna Letters," which were primarily
motivated by personal interests. During the reign of Amenhotep III (1390-1352
BC) and Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten) (1352-1336 BC) in the New Kingdom, these
letters were sent between the kings of the Eighteenth Dynasty of Egypt and the
kings of the major kingdoms of the ancient Near East, specifically the kings of
Mesopotamia, Mitanni, Hittite, Babylon, and Assyria, during the fourteenth
century BC, from 1385-1355 BC.

Keywords: Classification, Economic Relations, Tell el-Amarna, Flinders
Petrie.
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