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Abstract The importance of studying the phrase “In the name of God, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful” (the basmala) lies in its treatment under the title:
“The Historical Inclusion of the Basmala (‘In the Name of God, the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful’) in the Methodologies and Compilations of the Prophetic
Biography: A Historical-Analytical Study.” This importance stems from its role in
identifying the methodological approaches of authoritative works in Islamic
history and assessing the authenticity of the phrase as it appears in multiple
historical narrations. Such recurrence further reinforces its confirmed presence in
the Noble Qur’an and the hadiths of the Prophetic Sunnah, while also supporting
the legitimacy of commencing the recitation of Qur’anic chapters and verses with
the basmala. Additionally, the study highlights the Prophet’s (peace be upon him)
use of the basmala in various contexts, including treaties of reconciliation and
security, covenants, transactional documents, and letters of invitation addressed to
world leaders and Arab tribal chiefs across different regions. It also examines its
use in ruqyah (spiritual healing) and in the Prophet’s daily practices, underscoring
its significance in conveying divine virtues and blessings upon all people. This has
contributed to its status as a key to righteousness, blessing, and prosperity. The
study adopts a historical inductive, analytical, logical, and comparative
methodology, (free from speculation). The study is structured into several sections:
the first addresses the occurrence of the basmala in the Qur’an and in hadith
compilations; the second examines historical narrations recorded in primary
sources of the Prophetic biography; the third discusses the virtues and blessings of
the basmala as reflected in historical reports and analyzes its impact on Islamic
society; and the fourth explores its usage during the Rashidun era, the Umayyad
period, and the Abbasid period within those compilations, as well as its treatment
from the perspective of artificial intelligence. The study eventually aims to
demonstrate the continuity and universality of the basmala across different
historical periods and its influence on Islamic civilization. It further seeks to
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analyze its role in religious, historical, and civilizational development, while
clarifying the nature of the relationship between Islamic law (Shari‘ah) and
historical time. The overarching objective is to uncover the profound connection
between the historical dimension of the phrase and the legitimacy of its content in
all its aspects. Moreover, the study emphasizes its significant role in the
intellectual development of humanity across various established urban societies,
as well as its contribution to their revival and sustainability

Keywords: Historical Narration, Historical Accounts, Basmalah, Methodologies,
Prophetic Biography, Historical Analysis, Sharia.
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