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The Emergence of Iraqi National Industry
(1920-1926 AD)

Dr. Salim Ismaeel Mustafa Abdul-Razzaq
University of Anbar/ College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

This research examines the evolution of the industrial landscape in Iraq
through two pivotal historical stages. The first stage begins with the Ottoman era,
characterized by economic instability and the dominance of traditional handicrafts
and cottage industries across major cities such as Baghdad, Mosul, and Basra. The
study highlights labor force statistics and production levels within the textiles,
leather tanning, and brick-making sectors during this period.

The study then transitions to the second stage, marked by the emergence of
the modern Iraqi state in 1921 and the subsequent shifts under the British Mandate
and the Monarchy. The research focuses on the efforts of the national government,
led by King Faisal I, in laying the foundations of national industry, stimulating
manufacturing sectors, and prioritizing reliance on local raw materials as a strategy
for economic revitalization. Ultimately, this study aims to demonstrate the impact
of political stability and government policy on the transition from limited artisanal
production to the early stages of institutional industrial organization.

Keywords: Iraqi Industry, Handicrafts, Iraqi Economy.
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