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The Role of Women in Establishing Centers of Knowledge and

Religion: Fatima and Maryam al-Fihri as Models
Asst. Lect. Alaa Mahmoud Raheem
Presidency of the University of Diyala / Student Affairs Department
Abstract:

This research examines the prominent role of Muslim women in supporting
science and religion, through the study of two distinguished figures: Fatima al-Fihri
and her sister Maryam al-Fihri, who lived in the third century AH in the city of Fez,
Morocco. Fatima al-Fihri built the Qarawiyyin Mosque in 245 AH/859 CE, which
later developed into a university. Thus, Fatima laid the foundation for the University
of al-Qarawiyyin, which became one of the most prestigious scientific institutions
in history, attracting scholars from across the Islamic world and contributing to the
dissemination of both religious and intellectual sciences. Her sister, Maryam al-
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Fihri, also built the Andalusian Mosque in Fez, which likewise became a center of
worship and learning. The research aims to highlight the contributions of Muslim
women to the Islamic scientific and cultural renaissance and to refute the
stereotypical image that confines their role to the social sphere only, demonstrating
that women were partners in the scientific and religious development of society. The
research concludes that the experience of the two al-Fihri sisters represents an
inspiring model for the role of women in serving religion and science. It emphasizes
that investing in education and charitable work can immortalize the impact of
women in human history.

Keywords: The role of women, centers of knowledge and religion, Fatima and
Maryam al-Fihri.
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