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Agriculture in the Ottoman Empire and the Emergence of
Agricultural Schools up to 1912

Dr. Ali Naim Mahmoud
University of Samarra / College of Education for the humanities

Abstract:

Agriculture¢ trade¢ industry¢ and mining constituted the principal economic
activities of the Ottoman Empire. As the majority of the population was engaged
in agriculture« this sector occupied a leading position among these activities. Since
a significant portion of state revenue was derived from taxes imposed on the
agricultural sector¢ the Ottoman administration often sought to increase tax rates
to their maximum limits in order to boost revenues. Consequently¢ it began to
implement new policies aimed at addressing the problems of agricultural
production.

The challenges faced by agricultural activities in the Ottoman Empire during
the nineteenth century¢ together with state neglect and the growing difficulties
within the agricultural sector< prompted the Ottoman administration to move
toward resolving these issues. For this purpose¢ the state established new
institutions related to agriculture¢« placed considerable emphasis on agricultural
education¢ and adopted various measures to encourage the population to engage in
farming. This study aims to examine the efforts undertaken to improve and
modernize agriculture as a sector of critical importance to Ottoman economic life«
with particular emphasis on initiatives designed to encourage the population to
pursue agricultural activities.

Keywords: Agriculture, Reforms, Ottoman Empire, Schools, Economy.
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