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The Impact of the Crusades on the Public Life of the Copts

Huda Nuri Hussein
Prof. Dr. Omar Sajid Mukhlef
Samarra University / College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

This study examines the impact of the Crusades on the public life of the Copts
in Egypt and the Levant, through an analysis of Crusader policies toward them, as
well as the Copts’ responses to these campaigns. It also explores the repercussions
of these events on the political, social, economic, and religious spheres. The study
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demonstrates that the hostility of the Crusaders was not limited to Muslims; rather,
it extended to Eastern Christians, particularly the Copts, due to doctrinal
differences and their refusal to submit to the authority of the Catholic Church.
The research further reveals that the Copts were subjected to harsh measures,
including religious marginalization, forced displacement, killing, confiscation of
property, and restrictions on their religious practices. In response, the Copts
adopted a rejecting stance toward the Crusader campaigns, aligning themselves
with Muslims in resisting the invasions and contributing to the defense of their
homelands, which reflects a strong sense of national belonging.

The study concludes that the Crusades left profound effects on various aspects of
Coptic life, leading to a deterioration in their political and social conditions,
increased economic pressures, and negative repercussions on their religious status.
Nevertheless, these challenges did not prevent them from preserving their religious
identity and maintaining their role within society.

Keywords: impact, Crusades, Copts, campaigns.
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