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Abstract:
This research, entitled «Turkan Khatun of the Karakhanids and Her
Role in the Seljuk State and the Abbasid Caliphate (456487 AH |
(1)063—1)094 AD),» aims to highlight the prominent political and cul-
tural role played by Turkan Khatun of the Karakhanids, as one of the
influential fermale figures in medieval Islamic history. The importance
of this study stemns from the scarcity of research that has addressed
Turkan Khatun in an independent and comprehensive manner, espe—
cially given the limited references to her in Arabic sources, This makes
the research an attempt to fill a knowledge gap regarding the role of
women in the Seljuk state and their relationship with the Abbasid Ca-
liphate. The study follows a comparative analytical historical method,
based on collecting narratives from historical sources, analyzing and
comparing them to extract and interpret historical facts within their
political and social context. The research aims to clarify Turkan Kha-
tun’s status as the daughter of the Karakhanid ruler and her influence
on Sultan Malik-Shah’s decisions. as well as her efforts to secure the
throne for her son Mahmud after her husband’s death, in addition to
her multiple attempts to control the reins of power. It also seeks to
highlight her contributions to cultural life through the establishment of
educational and religious institutions, The study concludes that Tur-
kan Khatun was a unique model of a ruling woman who combined
political astuteness with cultural influence and contributed to shaping
the nature of the relationship between the Seljuk Sultanate and the Ab-
basid Caliphate during the fifth century AH.
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