@%gs}ay B s8liis ¢ Agaaail) Cilaaiaall B AS idiall 45 5 ;t.gw%§
R - A

ladgall 3y gdladu : Laneil) claaiaall & A idall 49¢d) oLy 4301
Olabs alla g hpu) 1 a0 lsa uyta
Al daalad) — Al pglally ) gilRY) A0S
israahatam@gmail.com

Al alail) ?"""5 — Al agiad)

il gl Ll gl Cladinall (AS el dsell gl sangl) rdalibal) cilalsl)

e laiaY) zlany) Al Al

Gl () ddus
Byslain A oaatl) iladiaall 3485 Sl A sel) oL Al ¢ Sl el ¢ il
coraamlle Yralad) Y YT LT Al bl Jib S e Alaaclad oo

cidlal) gs8al Lol £ Lial) dad) cage padse gsiball Jgagl o8 (o Ciad) 13a
Guad) Jaand 0 AN hatd muii (Creative Commons Attribution ) il
o daaad oLy ALl (i gag ccitipall L) Jand) ol Jaydy CuAY) g 43U

Aglad (Y daladi)

Registered (4 4 Indexed (b du g
ROAD IASJ

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue : 5
ra.y (ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)


mailto:israahatam@gmail.com
mailto:israahatam@gmail.com

_@%gs}as B gdliis ¢ Agaaeil) Gilaaiaall B AS idiall 4 5 ;Uy@‘gg
N i A

The Mechanism of Constructing a Shared Identity in Pluralistic
Societies: Singapore as a Model

Assistant Lecturer
Israa Hatem Salman
College of Law and Political Science — Al-lragi University

israahatam@gmail.com

Keywords : National Unity, Shared Identity, Plural Societies, National
Identity, Multiculturalism, Social Integration.

How To Cite This Article

Salman « Israa Hatem « The Mechanism of Constructing a Shared Identity
in Pluralistic Societies: Singapore as a Model ,Journal Of Babylon Center
For Humanities Studies, May 2026,Volume:16,Issue 5.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

EY MG MD

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

Abstract:

This study examines the experience of Singapore and its success in
building a shared national identity within a society characterized by
ethnic, religious, and cultural diversity. Through a set of conscious and
well-planned policies, Singapore was able to transform this diversity into
a source of strength by managing it effectively within a comprehensive
national framework. It succeeded in bringing together the various
segments of society — including the Chinese, Malays, Indians, and others
— into a unified community founded upon citizenship and national
belonging.

Despite the ethnic and religious tensions the state faced during the early
stages of its formation, Singapore, through these policies, managed to
achieve social coexistence and a shared sense of national belonging while
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preserving the distinct identity of each cultural group. Moreover, it rose
to the ranks of developed nations despite its lack of natural resources.
This demonstrates that progress depends primarily on human will rather
than on the material resources and capabilities available to a state.

The Singaporean experience also confirms that social diversity and ethnic
divisions are not necessarily detrimental. Political leaders in pluralistic
societies can develop specific mechanisms for managing diversity,
alongside establishing a consensual political system and a national charter
that serve as the foundation for building a national identity. The approach
adopted by the Singaporean government in managing diversity and
constructing national identity was not based on melting all ethnicities and
races into a single mold; rather, it encouraged each ethnic group to
preserve its own culture and traditions while fostering mutual respect and
appreciation among all communities.

These mechanisms contributed to the formation of an inclusive national
identity that preserved diversity within Singaporean society and created a
stable environment that supported economic development and political
stability.
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