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Abstract: This study examines the Watergate Crisis (1972-1974) as a pivotal turning
point in the political history of the United States of America, due to the profound
implications it revealed regarding the nature of executive power and constitutional
accountability mechanisms, as well as its test of the resilience of the democratic system.
The crisis originated from the break-in at the headquarters of the Democratic National
Committee in the Watergate complex, before evolving into a comprehensive political
and constitutional crisis that culminated in the resignation of President Richard Nixon
in an unprecedented historical event.

The study adopts a historical-analytical approach to interpret the context of the
crisis and its developments, through analyzing the political background associated with
partisan conflict and tracing the course of events from their criminal framework to their
broader institutional dimensions. It also focuses on the pivotal role of investigative
journalism in uncovering the details of the case, and the role of Congress, particularly
the Senate, in managing investigations and strengthening accountability. Furthermore,
it analyzes the constitutional crisis arising from the White House tapes and the tensions
it generated between the executive and judicial branches.

The findings of the study show that the Watergate Crisis was not merely a
political scandal, but rather a structural test of the effectiveness of the American
political system. It revealed weaknesses in executive practices, while at the same time
contributing to strengthening the principle of separation of powers and reinforcing the
rule of law. It also highlighted the vital role of the media as an effective oversight power
in democratic systems. Although the crisis led to a decline in public trust in political
institutions, it also resulted in a series of legal and political reforms aimed at limiting
the abuse of power and enhancing institutional oversight.

The study concludes that the Watergate Crisis represents an applied model of
the ability of democratic systems to correct their course through constitutional and
institutional mechanisms, thereby ensuring the continuity of the political system and
consolidating the principles of transparency, accountability, and the rule of law.
Keywords : Watergate, Richard Nixon, American political system, political
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