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Abstract:

This study highlights French policy in the city of Fez during the Protectorate
period (1912), focusing on the political and administrative transformations led by
Hubert Lyautey and the mechanisms employed to subordinate and restructure the
Makhzen authority. France adopted a system of indirect rule that preserved the
formal structure of the Sultan and the traditional government while transferring
effective power to the General Residency. The reforms included the establishment
of French administrative directorates and supervisory bodies, the curtailment of
Moroccan governmental powers, and the redistribution of competencies in a
manner that served the objectives of the Protectorate.The study further examines
the nature of the relationship between the French authorities and the sultans Abd
al-Hafid and Yusuf ibn al-Hasan, clarifying the circumstances surrounding the
abdication of the former in 1912 and the enthronement of the latter within a
framework that balanced the preservation of religious legitimacy with the
consolidation of colonial control. It concludes that French policy combined
military force, symbolic utilization of the Sultan’s religious authority, and
comprehensive administrative restructuring, ultimately emptying national
sovereignty of its substance while maintaining its traditional appearance.

Keywords: French Protectorate, Fez, Hubert Lyautey, Moroccan Makhzen,
Sultan Youssef.
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