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French Penetration into China up to 1856

Roaa Khaled Mansi
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Samarra University/ College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

China was considered an important center among the countries of the Asian
continent due to its numerous advantages, including its geographical location, raw
materials, vast areas, and human resources. This prompted colonial powers to seek
to break China's isolation and penetrate it to benefit from these advantages,
particularly in the opium trade.

Colonial powers competed to gain a foothold in China. Britain had the
advantage of gaining this through the opium trade, then entered the First Opium
War and obtained numerous concessions. This encouraged France, which sought
similar concessions.

Keywords: First Opium War, Whampoa, Nanking, Taiping.
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