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The Civilizational Contributions of Egyptian Qur’anic Recitation
Scholars Who Migrated to the Levant and Iraq in the
Dissemination of Qur’anic Sciences through

the Book Al-Takmila li-Wafayat al-Naqala by Al-Hafiz Al-
Mundhiri (d. 656 AH / 1256 CE)

Alaa AL-Deen Khazaal Shuwaish
Prof. Dr. Athal Ibrahim Hussein

The Holy Qur’an is regarded as the foundation of guidance and the primary source
of Islamic legislation. God Almighty has guaranteed its preservation, and thus it
has received great scholarly attention in terms of memorization, recitation, and
precise transmission. Within this framework, the science of Qira’at (Qur’anic
readings) emerged as a discipline concerned with the proper performance of
Qur’anic words as transmitted through an unbroken chain of authority (isnad),
thereby contributing to safeguarding the Qur’anic text from alteration and ensuring
the accuracy of its recitation throughout the ages.
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Egyptian Qur’anic reciters (muqri’tin) played a significant role in spreading this
science beyond Egypt, particularly when they traveled to the Levant and Iraq.
There, they contributed to teaching different canonical readings, transmitting
scholarly chains of narration, and establishing the principles of proper Qur’anic
recitation within those intellectual environments. In doing so, they formed an
important scholarly link that contributed to the preservation of the Qur’anic
heritage and strengthened intellectual communication among the various regions
of the Islamic world.

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, the Science of Qira’at (Qur’anic Readings), the
Seven Canonical Readings, Egyptian immigrant reciters (muqri’in), the
Levant (Bilad al-Sham), Iraq.
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