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Abstract ) ) )
This study investigates the impact of urban sprawl on the decline of ag—
ricultural land in Fallujah District, Al-Anbar Governorate, Iraq, which
has historically been one of the region’s most fertile agricultural areas.
The research is based on demographic and urban analysis, comparing
changes in population size, average household size, number of house-
holds, and built-up areas between 2000 and 2025. The findings reveal
that the reduction in average household size, combined with rapid
population growth and unplanned urban expansion, has significantly
increased housing demand, leading to the conversion of fertile agricul-
tural land into residential areas. The built—up area expanded from ap-
proximately 4.81 km2 in 2000 to about 7.17-14.57 km?2 in 2025, depend-
ing on whether the city or metropolitan definition is applied. Additional
factors, including weak urban planning, infrastructure development,
and security-related issues, have further accelerated this process. The
study concludes that uncontrolled urban sprawl poses serious threats to
agricultural productivity, food security, and environmental sustainabil—
ity in Fallujah District, highlighting the urgent need for integrated urban
planning policies that balance population growth with the preservation
of agricultural land.

eywords: urban sprawl, agriculturalland, land use, population growth,
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