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Scientific Contributions of Riyadh University to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia(1964-1957)

Muhammad Tarf Jasim Al-Issawi

Prof. Dr. Zuhair Qasim Muhammad

Samarra University/ College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

This research examines the contributions of Riyadh University (later known
as King Saud University) to the development of higher education in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia during the period (1957-1964), as the first Saudi governmental
university and one of the most prominent landmarks of the modern scientific
renaissance in the country. The study reviews the historical, social, and economic
circumstances that paved the way for the establishment of the university, foremost
among them the founding of the Ministry of Education in 1953 and the Kingdom's
need for qualified national cadres to keep pace with economic growth, the oil
industry, and comprehensive administrative development. The research is divided
into two sections: the first addresses the founding of Riyadh University and the
role of its constituent colleges such as the College of Sharia in Mecca, the College
of Teachers, and the College of Arabic Language, presenting the curricula, the
numbers of students and professors, and the academic missions abroad. The second
section addresses the founding of Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University
and its academic extensions through the College of Sharia in Riyadh and the
College of Arabic Language, tracking the development in the numbers of graduates
and the scholarships offered to Arab and Muslim students. The research concluded
that Riyadh University constituted a strategic turning point in the trajectory of
Saudi higher education, contributed to building the human and administrative
infrastructure of the state, and opened the door to the establishment of subsequent
Saudi universities.

Keywords: Riyadh University, King Saud University, Imam Muhammad bin
Saud Islamic University, higher education, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Ministry of Education, College of Sharia, academic missions, educational
-renaissance, 1957-1964.
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