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Abstract

An Orientalist 1s a Western scholar specializing in the study of the
cultures, languages, literatures, history, and civilizations of the East.
Among them is Montgomery Watt, who studied various Eastern sciences,
particularly the Prophetic Biography (Sirah), as detailed in his book
Muhammad at Medina. In this work, Watt analyzed and narrated the
events of the Prophet’s life using a specific methodology and various
techniques. His approach was characterized by skepticism, the projection
of Western intellectual backgrounds, a materialistic-rationalist
framework, and the contestation of traditional narratives and texts.

While Watt claimed to follow a rigorous scientific method and
maintain neutrality to uncover the truth, a critical examination of his
writings reveals a departure from these standards. Rather than objective
neutrality, his work reflects a persistent effort to deny Islam’s status as a
divine religion and to reject the prophethood and revelation of
Muhammad (PBUH). This research aims to examine and critique Watt’s
methodology, highlighting his errors and exposing the reality behind his
claims of scientific objectivity.
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