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Abstract

This research examines the personality of Imam Shams al-Din al-
Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), one of the most prominent Islamic scholars in the
science of hadith and narrator criticism (jarh wa ta'dil), known for his rig-
orous scientific critical methodology. The study aims to correct the prevail-
ing reductive impression that confines this imam's scholarly identity to the
critique of chains of transmission and narrators alone, and seeks instead to
highlight the spiritual, behavioral, and pedagogical dimensions that consti-
tute an essential pillar of his scholarly character. It further endeavors to
gather his dispersed statements on these matters and organize them within
clearly defined thematic frameworks.

The research adopts an inductive-analytical methodology, tracing al-
Dhahabi's texts across his major works — including Siyar A‘lam al-
Nubala’, Tarikh al-Islam, Tadhkirat al-Huffaz, Mizan al-1'tidal, Zaghal al-
‘Ilm, Al-Tibb al-Nabawi, and others — and analyzing and classifying these
texts in light of the research's central question: to what extent did al-
Dhahabi achieve a balance between his critical scholarly methodology and
his subtle spiritual and behavioral approach?

The study is structured into an introduction, a preface, four chapters,
and a conclusion. The preface sheds light on al-Dhahabi's biography and
his conception of knowledge. Chapter One addresses his critical scale and
scientific fairness in handling scholarly disagreements and narrator evalua-
tion, demonstrating that al-Dhahabi required both complete knowledge and
complete piety as prerequisites for engaging in narrator criticism, and that
he was independent in his judgments, free from blind imitation, and equi-
table even toward those who opposed him. Chapter Two examines his de-
votional conduct and adherence to Islamic law, revealing his balanced
stance on reliance upon God (tawakkul) alongside the taking of practical
means, his call for a conscious and grounded asceticism rooted in the Pro-
phetic Sunnah rather than heretical monasticism, and his warnings against
worship that is detached from knowledge. Chapter Three clarifies his
stance on religious innovation (bid‘ah), deviant sects, philosophy, and Su-
fism, in which he criticized extremist Sufis and called for a return to the
pure Quran and Sunnah. Chapter Four deals with al-Dhahabi's classifica-
tion of knowledge into beneficial and non-beneficial sciences, his position
on jurisprudence and sectarian fanaticism, and his precise distinction be-
tween the jurisprudence of the Hereafter and the jurisprudence of worldly
ends.The research arrives at several key conclusions: al-Dhahabi represents
a unique model in combining the science of narrator criticism with spiritual
purification; he repeatedly affirmed that engaging in the criticism of narra-
tors is only permissible for those who unite verified knowledge with genu-

(*v+) 45ludy) a glall dasae 4liad Adaa — daalad) adld) Alaa

Yoyt gisa (YY) sl - daalad) ANl S e sl



‘ rwﬂ 83 O Jaa G A ala)
OLC\Q &&\-\9\95-‘&4?\ < 23 ) L“J"Jb‘%/SAL.“d‘O“%JJ

ine piety, and that scholarly disputes among peers ought to be concealed
rather than publicized; he carefully distinguished between legitimate Su-
fism grounded in prophetic tradition and blameworthy extremism detached
from scriptural texts; and he consistently advocated for a balanced Prophet-
ic conduct that unites piety, righteous action, kinship ties, and humility to-
ward fellow Muslims, far removed from monasticism and excessive self-
denial. Furthermore, he was never a passive follower in matters of criti-
cism — he disagreed with senior hadith scholars when the evidence de-
manded it, and authored dedicated works in defense of trustworthy narra-
tors who had been unjustly criticized.
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