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Abstract

There is no doubt that human rights, like any normative tradition, are a product of
their time. They necessarily reflect processes of communication and historical change
which—through the accumulation of experience—have given them their content and
form, in accordance with the cultural and social climate of different historical
periods. These rights, or this human orientation, are realized through forms, methods,
and channels of expression that vary according to differences in cultural and social
components among societies. This allows for a certain degree of specificity or
cultural relativism within each society.

Thus, cultural relativism is more closely related to the modes of implementation,
forms of expression, and patterns of acceptance than to the fundamental premises or
core content of human rights and their underlying philosophical concepts. In other
words, it may be said—with some imprecision—that while human rights are
universal in terms of their core principles and essential content, they are particular in
terms of the ways in which they are realized and the forms this realization takes

within a given society. This point is especially important with regard to the issue of
establishing a societal (Arab) culture of human rights.
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