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Iraq is a pre-smart city phase
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Abstract: The concept of smart cities is not limited to employing technology in city
management, but has become a key tool to achieve sustainable spatial development, through
land use efficiency, improving the distribution of resources and reducing spatial disparities
between urban areas, and in this context, studying the reality of Iraqi cities in the pre-smart
cities stage represents an important entry point to understand the possibilities of achieving
this type of development, especially when compared to advanced global models such as the
Saudi city of NEOM.

The research aims to analyze the reality of Iraqi cities within the framework of what is known
as the pre-smart cities stage, by assessing the level of urban and technological readiness for
the transformation towards the smart cities model, and the research relies on the descriptive
approach that is based on a set of smart city indicators, including digital governance,
technological infrastructure, environment, transportation, and quality of life.

The study showed that there is a clear gap between the urban reality in Iraq and the
requirements of smart cities, represented by the weakness of digital infrastructure, the
limited e-governance applications, and the absence of smart transportation systems.

The research found that Iraqi cities are still in the pre-smart city stage, but they have
promising opportunities for gradual transformation by adopting phased strategies based on
the development of digital infrastructure, promoting smart governance, and benefiting from
global experiences.

Keywords: Smart Cities — Sustainable Spatial Development — Pre-Smart Cities — Urban
Planning — NEOM.
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