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Abstract

This study examines the approaches of Imam Abu Ishag al-Shatibi
(d. 790 AH/1388 CE) and Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd (1943-2010 CE) to
interpreting Quranic meaning« focusing on their handling of historical
context and contemporary interpretive possibilities. Al-Shatibi employs
"Arab conventions" and "magasid al-shari‘a" to anchor Quranic exegesis
in its original language and cultural norms« balancing fixed rulings with
adaptable applications through understanding revelation contexts and
shari‘a objectives. Converselyc Abu Zayd adopts a hermeneutical
perspective« viewing the Quran as a culturally interactive text¢< using
linguistics and semiotics to derive new meanings while critiquing
traditional interpretations for constraining the text. The comparison
highlights agreement on the significance of linguistic context but reveals
divergences in intellectual foundations and interpretive boundaries. The
study advances contemporary Quranic studies by proposing a framework
that reconciles authenticity with innovation< addressing issues like
violence and cultural pluralism¢ and promoting dialogue between
tradition and modernity.
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