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Abstract

This study examines the impact of oil on Iraqi foreign policy during the period
1991-2021. It analyzes how the oil resource shaped Irag’s bargaining capacity,
status—building, and management of regional and international relations across
three major historical moments: the sanctions era and the Oil-for-Food
Programme, the post-2003 phase of state reconstruction, and Iraq’s
engagement with OPEC+ until 2021. The article adopts a historical—political

approach supported by process tracing and comparative case studies, and
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operationalizes “impact” through indicators related to bargaining leverage,
institutional coherence, export-route diversification, and credibility within
international platforms. The study concludes that oil’s impact on Iraqi foreign
policy was neither fixed nor uniform; rather, it depended on the degree of
effective sovereignty over revenues and exports, as well as the level of
coordination among the institutions responsible for energy and foreign policy.
While international constraints and domestic fragmentation limited the conversion
of oil into sustained influence in some periods, improved coordination and
compliance—-based bargaining enabled Iraq, in other periods, to employ oil as a

convertible form of political capital.

Keywords: oil, Iraqi foreign policy, sanctions, Oil-for—-Food Programme, OPEC+,

oil diplomacy, bargaining power.
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