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The eloquence of religious discourse in higher education
And its role in addressing contemporary societal issues
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Abstract This paper addresses an epistemological and educational problem at the
intersection of Islamic studies and contemporary educational science: how does
rhetorical quality in the juridical-religious discourse produced by higher education
institutions fulfil its normative and formative function in addressing contemporary
social challenges? The study departs from a critical premise: the current crisis of
institutional religious discourse is not primarily a crisis of content or scholarly
substance — for the inherited corpus of Islamic jurisprudence and exegesis is
exceptionally rich — but rather a crisis of articulation, communication and persuasion:
a fundamentally rhetorical crisis in its deep roots. The paper employs descriptive-
analytical, critical-inductive and comparative methods, organised around two
integrated principal axes: a theoretical-diagnostic axis that builds the conceptual
framework, refines the terminologies of rhetoric and shariah discourse, dissects the
rhetorical gap in Islamic higher education across its methodological, training,
institutional, cultural and technological dimensions, and surveys exemplary rhetorical
models from the Islamic heritage; and a practical-reformative axis addressing major
contemporary social issues — identity crisis in digital space, intellectual extremism,
family questions and Al-related ethical inquiries — and proposing a comprehensive
strategic reform vision. The study concludes that Islamic academic institutions suffer a
genuine multi-dimensional rhetorical gap requiring comprehensive methodological
reform that integrates classical rhetorical heritage with contemporary communicative
realities.

Keywords: Islamic rhetoric; institutional religious discourse; higher education;
argumentation; pragmatics.
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