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Iran’s Policy Toward the Developments of the Palestinian Cause

and the Palestine Liberation Organization (1964-1978)
Ahmed Dawood Late
Prof. Dr. Mohammed Salem Al-Kawaz
University of Mosul / College of Basic Education

Abstract:

This study examines Iran’s policy toward the developments of the
Palestinian issue during the period (1964—1978)¢ a phase characterized by the rapid
acceleration of regional events and shifting balances of power in the Middle East.
During the reign of the Shah¢ Iran’s was marked by political pragmatism¢ as
Tehran sought to maintain a balance between its strategic relations with the United
States and its undeclared cooperation with Israel« while simultaneously attempting
to preserve its presence within the Islamic world¢« Following the outbreak of the
June War of 1967¢ Iran adopted a cautious stance¢ refraining from direct
involvement in the conflict while exploiting its outcomes to strengthen its regional
relations. In the aftermath of the Battle of Karameh in 1968¢ the Palestinian
resistance emerged as a significant actor; however¢ Iranian support remained
limited and indirect. Iran also participated in the First Islamic Summit Conference
in 1969« as part of its effort to demonstrate commitment to Islamic causes¢ though
this did not translate into any substantial shift in its policy¢« During the events of
Black September in 1970¢ Iran tended to support the stability of allied regimes« a
position consistent with its broader approach toward confronting armed
movements. With the outbreak of the October War in 1973¢ Iran maintained a
position of relative neutrality« while benefiting from rising oil prices to enhance its
economic and political standing. At the Islamic Conference in Istanbul in 1976«
Iran continued to express rhetorical support for the Palestinian cause within a
diplomatic framework¢ This period concluded with the signing of the Camp David
Accords in 1978¢ which marked a significant turning point in the Arab—Israeli
conflict. Iran expressed political reservations without undertaking any effective
practical measures. Overall¢ Iran’s policy during this period can be characterized
by a degree of duality« combining a supportive discourse toward the Palestinian
cause with pragmatic practices shaped by its strategic interests and international
alignments.

Keywords: Iran, the Palestinian issue, the Liberation Organization.
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