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Absteract

The Verse of the Covenant in Surah Al-A'raf: $And when
your Lord took from the children of Adam, from their loins, their
progeny, and made them bear witness against themselves, "Am
| not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we bear witness"#4 contains
a divine event by which God established the conclusive proof
for Adam's descendants to ward off from them the claim of
forgetfulness on the Day of Judgment. The two exegetes differed
in interpreting this verse into two views: Allamah Tabatabai held
that "taking" is a generative procreation occurring in this world
from the loins of fathers to the spines of sons, and that "bearing
witness" is an innate witnessing by the language of state, not by
the language of speech, and that forgetfulness does not harm
the proof because the original knowledge of Lordship remains
in the innate nature and does not disappear. As for Sheikh al-
Gharawi, he held that "taking" was real in the world of Dharr (pre-
existence), and that "bearing witness" was a real address that
they heard and responded to, and that forgetfulness occurred
due to the effect of death and transition from one world to
another, citing the stories of Uzair, the Companions of the
Cave, and the people of Hell. The disagreement between the
two is fundamentally methodological: Tabatabai relies on the
Qur'an alone, while al-Gharawi relies on narrations alongside
the Qur'an. Nevertheless, they agree on the establishment of
proof, the negation of determinism, the affirmation of choice, the
occurrence of forgetfulness, and the importance of reminding



« BEL). - S sl TN il 0 e 3 Gl

through messengers and books. Reconciliation between the
two views is possible by interpreting the verse according to its
apparent meaning, which is what Tabatabai held, and according
to its esoteric meaning, which is what the narrations affirmed
and al-Gharawi held. Both exegetes are mujtahids correct in
their methodology, and God knows best His intent

Keywords: Ayat al-Mithag, World of Dharr, Qur'anic Exegesis,
Narrative Hermeneutics, Allamah Tabatabai, Sheikh Muhammad
Ridha al-Gharawi, Surah Al-A'raf, Verse 172, Fitrah, Divine
Witnessing, Conclusive Proof, Taking, Forgetfulness.
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