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Abstract

This research deals with the study of an important manuscript by the scholar
Al-Sharif Al-Jurjani (died in 816 AH), on one of the most precise theological
issues related to the attributes and actions of God, which is the issue of interpreting
God’s actions through purpose and goal, as these issues represented a fundamental
point of disagreement between the interpretations of the Islamic theological sects;
as the Ash’arites deny interpreting God’s actions to preserve the attribute of will
from goals, while the Mu’tazilites affirm it through focusing on divine wisdom and
justice.

The study aimed to conduct a rigorous scholarly examination of the manuscript
text, including an analysis of the author, the message, and its doctrinal content. It
was divided into two main sections: the first, a theoretical study, included an
introduction to the manuscript's author and a presentation of the manuscript itself,
describing the four copies used in the research and providing images of them. The
second section presented a critical edition of the message, comparing it with the
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available manuscript copies, correcting its errors, extracting its meanings, and
providing commentary on any points requiring clarification regarding its issues and
terminology.

The research concluded that this treatise represents a high-level model of later
theological discourse, as Al-Sharif Al-Jurjani (may God have mercy on him) was
able to formulate the issue in a style that combines logical precision with profound
theological inquiry. Furthermore, the research and investigation into this issue
presented a compromise solution among all accepted opinions, thus preserving
God's sublimity and affirming His wisdom. Herein lies the manuscript's
significance: it reshapes researchers' understanding of the issue and provides a
comprehensive summary of this lengthy doctrinal debate.
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